CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
station for the Oriental trade. There was also a coasting trade along
the shores of Italy, Provence, and Spain. People travelling to
Rome from the North embarked at Marseilles for Porto, at the
mouth of the Tiber.1 Travellers going to Constantinople went by
sea. The land-route by way of the Danube, encumbered with
Barbarians, was seldom used.2 There was another route by way of
Ravenna and Ban. There may have been regular sailings between
Marseilles and Spain, like those of our cargo vessels. We may
conclude as much from the expression negotio solito employed by
Gregory of Tours.3 I think we may say that navigation was at
least as active as under the Empire. After Genseric we hear no
further mention of piracy, and it is clear that the trade which
was carried on was wholesale trade on a very large scale.
We can no longer doubt this when we consider the nature
of the imports, their regularity, and the wealth amassed by the
merchants.
The only port concerning which we have plenty of information,
Marseilles, appears to have been, definitely, a great seaport. It was
a cosmopolitan city. Its importance may be deduced from the
anxiety displayed by the king to obtain possession of the city
when the kingdom was divided.4 There were many Jews and
Syrians there, to say nothing of Greeks, and there must have been
Goths also. The Annales Petaviani5 speak of an Anglo-Saxon
negotiator, Botto, who, since his son died in 790, must have been
established there in the early part of the 8th century—that is, at
a time when the decadence was setting in. The city must have
been very populous, and it would still have contained some of
those great many-storied houses like those of which the ruins
may be seen at Ostia. Gregory of Tours6 speaks of eight persons
having died in one house, from which we may conclude that it
was a sort of lodging-house. One may arrive at the same con-
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